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family the solace of his later years; Wimpole, the house of Harley's eldest son, was more a home to him than his own Down Hall. "I do not think myself/' he says on 23rd December 1720, "more sensibly obliged to Lord Harley for any favour I have lately received from him than for the news he gives me of your being better as to your health, and to those wishes which he daily makes with the piety of an excellent son. I know you will give me leave to add mine, with the sincerity of a faithful friend. I have almost wintered here, and indeed have been detained for a month past by an indisposition which kept me within doors, which was the only trouble I found from the illness, for your son has treated me with kindness, which prevented me asking anything, and with a freedom which made me think I was in Duke Street, at Prior's own palace. I am going thither in three or four days, and shall not stir from thence till either you come towards Lincoln's Inn or Lord Harley to Dover Street, for I am frightened with the roaring of the South Sea, and tired with the madness of the people. . . . This is the world, my Lord, and the same tricks are played in Courts and camps, universities and hospitals, and so men act and have acted, for the proof which your Lordship and your humble servant need not read much history. There are some exceptions to this rule, but I think I might name them all without